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 December 15, 2008  
    
President-elect Barack Obama 
Obama-Biden Presidential Transition Project 

Washington, D.C. 20270 
 
Dear President-elect Obama:  
 
Modern Schools for the 21st Century:Economic Stimulus Policy Options 
 
Rebuild America’s Schools is a coalition of national education organizations, 
the PTA, architects and school districts working with local communities to 
finance, build and modernize school facilities to address the economic and 
educational challenges of the 21st Century.  Rebuild America’s Schools is 
excited be working with the incoming Obama Administration. We are eager to 
support your effort to provide public school modernization as an essential 
part your national economic stimulus package.   
 
Rebuild America’s Schools has prepared a briefing piece on federal school facility 
initiatives: Modern Schools for the 21st Century: Economic Stimulus Policy 
Options for your review as your team develops your economic stimulus program. 
In this piece we describe: 
 

 School Facility Needs: Latest estimate $254.6 billion. 
 Potential Funding and Financing Mechanisms: Grants and Bonds for School 

Modernization through the 21st Century Green High-Performing Public 
School Facilities Act and the America’s Better Classrooms Act. 

 Cost of School Modernization: $14.1 billion to fund and finance more than  
$30 billion in school modernization projects. 

 Construction jobs generated: 300,000. 
 
Public school modernization will help local communities provide modern, safe and 
energy efficient schools.  Students in their modernized workplaces will better 
develop the educational skills necessary to succeed in the 21st century workforce.  
Modern, safe and green schools will also benefit student and staff health and help 
advance the nation’s goal for increasing energy efficiency. Modern school facilities 
are also an integral part of communities preparing students for the 21st Century 
economy.  
 

A school modernization program as part of your economic stimulus legislation will 
help states meet the school facility needs of local communities by providing 
resources to repair, renovate and modernize America’s schools.  Equally important, 
its enactment will stimulate the creation of thousands of new jobs in construction 
related services.   

 



 

Stimulus funding for public school modernization can provide grants and tax 
credit bonds to states and local school districts for energy efficient modernization 
construction projects. The federal program will help states and communities stretch 
their limited resources to pay for school facility projects that can be started 
immediately generating 300,000 jobs in the construction industry.  
 

  School construction projects will generate thousands of jobs in the construction 
industry, and among the many suppliers, ranging from architects and engineers to 
roofing contractors and other workers, who design and build our nation’s schools. 
 
School districts in every state have projects in the pipeline that can get underway 
quickly if federal financial resources are available to help underwrite the project 
costs.  Funding for a public school modernization program will provide federal 
support for the renovation and repair of schools, while leaving decision making at 
the local level to start priority projects quickly. Green-energy saving technology 
can further reduce long-term costs. 
 
Modern, more energy efficient and greener schools will improve the learning 
environment for students, and enhance the workplace for students and teachers.  
Thousands of jobs will be created in the construction industry. Most importantly a 
student’s workplace in a safe, modern school will advance student achievement in 
urban, rural and suburban communities in every state.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this critical national issue. Attached for your  
review is the briefing piece, Modern Schools for the 21st Century: Economic 
Stimulus Policy Options.  
 
Rebuild America’s Schools looks forward to working with you and your 
Administration. Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Canavan 
Chair 
 
 

 
 




